Date 8 January 2010

To Colleen Sheehy
Plains Art Museum
Fargo, ND 58102
csheehy@plainsart.org

From Stevie Famulari
620 10 Avenue North
Fargo, ND 58102
stevie@steviefamulari.net
505.710.3586

Re Defiant Garden Proposal
This proposal is for an design inspired by the Defiant Garden book and symposium.

Painted Gardens (working title) are ephemeral winter gardens designed for public interest,
intrigue, and a refreshing change for the winter.

With the success of the pink snow, reaching Baltimore and Florida radio stations, national
newspapers in English and Spanish, and recently international news with London papers- the
winter season in Fargo is notable and needs to be addressed with gardens. Images from the first
2 layers of this design are on the next pages of this proposal.

Painted Garden is a design which has colorfully painted snow- in a great variable set of designs
(solid, flowered, abstract painting, portraits, and many other choices) on a publicly visible site
with snow.

During the winter season in Fargo, the snow changes the form of the landscape continuously.
Celebrating these changing forms is part of the ideas behind this project. When the snow is
white, the form of it, scale, sheer quantity, and locations of snow go largely unnoticed. Though
taking up much space- with a long winter season, people become accustomed to the site of snow
and forget much of the beauty of the material. In Painted Garden, with the snow being a bright
color, patterned or other painting- the ephemeral and ever changing painting encourages play
and discussion in the landscape with no long term effect to any site. Community involvement is
potential for this design, with a community painting and continuing to paint a site or sites to
celebrate their own styles and ideals.

In the continued practice of my Environmental Artworks, this project explores form, scale, scent
(oils can be added in the paint), play, materiality, texture, color, and questioning of traditions.

The ingredients needed for Painted Gardens include non-toxic paint, large sprayers, shovels,
community involvement potential and a site which the public space with enough snow which
changes with the season. This can be a flat location, or a place where snow it piled and
changing. This growing, then melting mounds of snow are part of the growing design and can
be used with layers of designs.
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Pretty in pink: Fargo woman gives her snow
a new look

It looks like Stevie Famulari of Fargo lives in Candy Land — her front yard, Queen Frostine’s
frothy pink ice cream sea.
By: Tracy Frank, INFORUM

e While most just shovel it, she paints it
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Stevie Famulari sprays the snowbanks in the front yard of her north Fargo home W|th p|nk paint. David Samson /
The Forum

It looks like Stevie Famulari of Fargo lives in Candy Land — her front yard, Queen Frostine’s
frothy pink ice cream sea.

But it’s not ice cream or cotton candy that billows over her boulevard at 620 10th Ave. N.
Famulari’s front yard is piled with the same stuff that fills every other yard in town. Only her
snow is pink.

Famulari is an environmental artist and a landscape architecture professor at North Dakota State
University.
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She changes the color of her snow with each new layer that falls. She plans to paint the next
snowfall a purplish blue and the one after that will be black.

She chose her colors to become darker as the season progresses. When the snow melts, she
expects the older layers to be revealed.

“It’1l be a beautiful rainbow when it comes back,” she said. “Happily, I don’t expect it to melt at
the same rate so the front of the yard may reveal the pinks or the purples sooner, the back of the
yard will still be the blacks and the blues.”

Famulari is avoiding yellow, “for obvious reasons,” she said, and she’s avoiding green because
lawns are green every other time of the year. Well, at least other peoples’ lawns are green every
other time of the year.

This is the first time Famulari has painted her snow, but her yard is always changing. Last year
she painted her grass in a checkerboard pattern. The year before that, she sculpted crop circle
patterns into her grass.

Becca Murphy of Oxbow, N.D., helped Famulari dream up the color scheme for her project.
“It’s fun. It’s different. It’s better than looking at plain, old white snow,” Murphy said. “It’s so
cool that she has the guts to do it. She doesn’t care what anyone thinks, and she shouldn’t. It’s
her yard, and it’s not hurting anybody.”

Famulari said paint reveals the snow’s form.

“When the snow is white and it’s piled everywhere, you forget to notice it,” she said.

She also paints snow to get people talking about its sheer quantity, she said.

“Canada does these snow sculptures, and Minnesota does these snow symposiums. Other places
sculpt this stuff, and we pile it,” Famulari said. “We shove it aside as if it doesn’t exist. We need

to celebrate 1t.”

Famulari uses nontoxic water-based paint and a weed sprayer to paint the snow. It takes about
two hours and because the colors fade, she occasionally has to repaint it.

She said it will not harm the environment and because it fades, and she does not expect to clean
up a mess in the spring.

Famulari borrowed the weed sprayer from her colleague, David G. Swenson, an associate
professor of art at NDSU.

“Instead of shoveling it, it kind of makes a celebration of it,” he said. “I think it’s great. I think
more people should do it.”



Drivers slow down to look at the colorful snow, and people make a point of walking their dogs
by to see it, Famulari said.

She has gotten some looks of disgust, but the dog walkers say it’s a nicer place to walk by and
some people are happy to have the change in pace, she said.

“Either way, it causes controversy and it causes people to talk and talking causes change,” she
said. “Like it or hate it, at least it’s discussed.”

e Stevie Famulari mixes paint
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Stevie Famulari mixes pink Crayola powder paint to spray her front yard of her north Fargo home. David Samson /
The Forum



